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Cantonese for Families

Chinese New Year Vocabulary in Colloquial Cantonese (1/5)

Chinese
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English

Lunar New Year
New Year
Spring Festival

spring cleaning

Spring cleaning saying: on the

28t wash away the dirt
Chinese New Year's Eve
Chinese New Year's Eve

reunion dinner

First day of the Lunar
Calendar

pay visits during

Chinese New Year

red packet (with money)
receive red packets
give out red packets

one red packet
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Jyutping

nung4 lik6 sanl nin4
gwo3 nin4d
ceonl zit3

daaib sou3 ceoid

nin4 jaa6 baat3 ,sai2 laap6
taap3

ceoi4 zik6
nin4 saal maan5

tyun4 nin4 faan6

nin4 col jatl

baai3 nind

lei6 si6
daub leib si6
fungl lei6 si6

jatl fungl lei6 si6
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Cantonese for Families

Chinese New Year Vocabulary in Colloquial Cantonese (2/5)

Chinese English Jyutping
ﬁﬁ ' decorations bou3 zi3
’fﬁlj 32 upside down Fortune banner dou2 fukl
}Jﬁ?gt red banners fail ceonl
?E & Chinese decorative knot faal git3
)on %’é lantern dangl lung4
/‘i,\ 7T %’ gold ingots gam1 jyun4 bou?
%;Z}i celebration/ celebrate hing3 zuk1
4+ & 58 Good luck hou2 ji3 taud
%T }J]fufl/’é play mah-jong daa2 maa4 zoek3
}f@'ﬁt firecrackers paau3 zoeng6
I%}:@'{i let off firecrackers siul paau3 zoengb
}(,3‘7-‘5-_?6 fireworks jinl faal
5 T3 Lunar New Year Fair nin4 siul si5 coeng4
%ﬁﬁ *Ei W Chinese New Year Night sanl ceonl faal cel ceon4
g& Parade jaud
fé 'FF flower market faal si5
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Chinese New Year Vocabulary in Colloquial Cantonese (3/5)

Chinese English
47 ?E ’FF visit the flower market
$?€ CNY decorative flowers
g—#i: tangerines
7@%?6 cherry blossom
7K AL FE daffodils

18] 2L countdown

%3’% lion dance

%%E dragon dance
Rs s
B 88 %% cut hair
E? %? 3 buy new clothes
£ ¥ﬁ 2 wear new clothes

4r é red

ﬁ:ﬁ} 2 Chinese traditional dress
::, EF‘ 3 carnival
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Jyutping

hang4 faal si5
nin4 faal
nin4 gatl
jingl faal

seoi2 sinl faal
dou2 sou3
mou5 sil

mou5 lung4

jyun4 siul zit3

zin2 tau4 faat3
maai5 sanl saaml
zyu3 sanl saaml
hung4 sik1
kei4 poud

gaal nind waad
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Chinese New Year Vocabulary in Colloquial Cantonese (4/5)

Chinese
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English
Victoria Park
Victoria Park

Flower Wonderland / Parade
Lantern riddle
Year monster (mythical)
Chinese god of wealth
12 Zodiac animals
Dim Sum
turnip cake
rice cake
mandarin oranges
longan fruit
deep fried sesame balls

deep-fried peanut pastries
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Jyutping

wai4 dol lei6 ngaa3 gungl

jyuné

wai4 jyun4

faal dangl maan5 wui2

caail dangl mai4

nin4d sau3

coid san4

sap6 ji6 saangl ciu3

dim2 sam1

lo4 baak6 goul

nin4 goul

gaml

lungd ngaan5

zinl deoil

jau4 gok3
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Chinese New Year Vocabulary in Colloquial Cantonese (5/5)

Chinese English
é\ﬁ Chinese candy box
AN\ EH the eight sweets

7})% candy
INTF seeds

/i\%i%éj'] chocolate gold coins
7}%%;{ candied lotus root
7}%%% candied lotus seed
}ﬁ‘% - Sugas chewy Candy
7’}“] ;E'EAL% Lucky Candy
FE AR 45 candied shredded coconut
FEHR A candied coconut ribbons
n‘% %ﬁ\ candies winter melon

F;ﬁ NN % Pistachio
%%{%%@%‘ Danish cookies (in blue tin)
A ;‘,T e += 5 Ferrero Roche
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Jyutping

cyun4 hap6
baat3 tim4
tongd
gwaal zi2
gam1 bai6 zyu3 gu?2 liké
tong4 lin4 ngau5
tong4 lin4 zi2
seoib si6 tong4
lei6 si6 tong4
tong4 jed sil
tong4 je4 gok3
tong4 dungl gwaal

hoil sam1 gwo?2

daanl mak6 laam4 gun3
kukl keid

gam1 saal zyu3 gu2 lik6
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